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M A D E L O N 
HOOYKAAS
Madelon Hooykaas (Born Maartensdijk, 1942) is one of 
the most representative artists in Europe acclaimed 
for her experimentation and innovation within 
photography, film, video, installation, performance 
and interactive art. Taking its title from Hooykaas’ latest 
performative drawing project Virtual Walls | Real Walls, 
this exhibition surveys Hooykaas’ most recent films and 
videos, installations and a new print edition, revolving 
around the themes of remote and urban nature, water 
and light, memory and mindfulness, loss and abstraction.

A special issue of Read More – Horsecross Arts journal for 
critical writing — dedicated to Madelon Hooykaas’ works 
has been released in print and online. A new limited edition 
print on brushed aluminium has been published and is 
available to all of part of our Collect + Support initiative. 

A fine selection of Hooykaas’ works featured in the exhibition 
have been re-imagined and acquired for the Horsecross 
Arts museum collection of contemporary art.

COLLECT + SUPPORT
See and acquire Madelon Hooykaas’ Virtual Walls I (Venice) (2018) 
limited edition artist’s print. Exclusive to Horsecross Arts, it is an 
edition of 10 brushed aluminium prints, 60 cm x 33cm, signed and 
numbered by the artist on reverse. Priced at £100 each excluding 
postage or VAT if applicable. 

Enjoy 10% OFF each edition at the exhibition preview or any of our 
Coffee, Croissant and Art or Wine, Olives and Art tours. See and acquire 
more limited edition prints by other artists on paper or aluminium 
exclusive to Horsecross Arts from £50 each.

Pick up your COLLECT + SUPPORT guide at the Box Office or 
download from www.horsecross.co.uk for further details. 

For sales enquiries please contact the Box Office or Iliyana Nedkova 
at inedkova@horsecross.co.uk

READ MORE
A special issue of Read More dedicated to Madelon Hooykaas’ works 
has been released in print and online featuring essays by Laura Leuzzi, 
Tabitha Mckechnie and Iliyana Nedkova. 

Established in 2007, Read More (ISSN 1755 – 0866 online) is an exquisitely 
designed journal for critical writing published by Horsecross Arts on a regular 
basis. 

Each issue of Read More features a newly commissioned essay by a Scottish 
or international contributing writer who elaborates on a selected work 
from the Horsecross Arts museum collection of contemporary art in 
relation to the artist’s oeuvre to date. 

All Read More back catalogue issues are free and downloadable from 
www.horsecross.co.uk

 



 GRID (ANTWERPEN)  (2017) 
 12:48 MINS | NEW COMMISSION/ACQUISITION

 VIRTUAL WALLS I (VENICE)  (2017)  
 7:30 MINS | NEW COMMISSION/ACQUISITION

  VIRTUAL WALLS | REAL WALLS  
 (PERTH)  (2018) | COMING SOON
 NEW COMMISSION/ACQUISITION

Start your experience of Hooykaas’ latest 
performative drawing projects showing as 
a silent loop on our Threshold Wave of 22 
screens, which dominate the public areas of 
Perth Concert Hall. 

See these performances re-imagined as 
22-channel video art installations and all 
newly acquired for our museum collection of 
contemporary art. All three works are based 
on the ar t is t ’s v ideos, which were shot on 
location in Amsterdam or Venice. 

During her live performances, including here 
i n  P e r t h ,  H o o y k a a s  i n t e r v e n e d  o v e r  t h e 
projec ted video imager y with mark-making, 
tracing and charcoal drawing in an attempt 
to provide a ‘healing act of acupuncture’ and 
stimulate regeneration in cities where – like 
Venice – this fragile environmental balance 
between the inhabitant and the inhabited, the 
host and the hosted seems compromised. 

Using city walls as a metaphor, Hooykaas’ work 
aims to question our collective and personal 
perception of walls as barriers of both confinement 
and protection. 

The artist also employs her signature tool - the 
reality-organising grid. The grid is also a ‘throw 
back to early Modernism and Hooykaas’ own 
grid drawings from 1970s inspired by her 
encounters with the American abstract artist 
Agnes Martin.  

 

 LIGHT  (2015)  8:39 MINS 

  FEELING THE INVISIBLE 
 (2012) ) 6:09 MINS

  VIRTUAL WALLS I (VENICE) 
 (2017)  7:33 MINS

Continue your self-guided tour by experiencing 
Hooykaas’ recent works showing as a sequence 
on the two screens located across from each 
other downstairs to the left of the Threshold Wave. 

Light is a ‘slow art’ reflection upon nature 
where the sound of water bathing in sunlight is 
able to stimulate a state of meditation, pray 
and contemplation in the viewer. 

Feeling the Invisible is an environmentally 
empowered work by Hooykaas using symbolic 
calligraphic brushstrokes. It is inspired by 
the dramatic events of 2011 in the Fukushima 
Province of Japan. The work questions how the 
presence of the atomic energy plants in Japan has 
been putting at risk both nature and human lives. 

V i r tu al  Wall s  I  ( Ve n i ce)  of fe r s  a v ic ar io us 
vap o re t to* voyage in Venice complete with 
the historic architecture and the gondolas but 
through a veil created by the vaporetto windows 
sun filter reminiscent of the Pop-Art grid dots.  
*the waterbusses operating across Venice and 
the nearby islands.

 UNDERGROUND (2014)  4:41 MINS 

Take a comfort break of a cultural kind to see 
and hear Undeground showing on our trail of 
8 Threshold Flush screens located in 8 of the 
public toilets both downstairs and upstairs. 
This work is a journey through a familiar place 
which appears strange and unusual. The 
camera focus is on the haunting soundscape as 
well as the grid outlines of the steel escalator 
and the patterned tiles.

  VIRTUAL WALLS (VENICE)  (2018)  
 NEW COMMISSION/ACQUISITION

See and acquire this iconic video still from 
Hooykaas’ performance under the same title 
which captures Venice – the elusive, invisible 
‘city of mirages’. Here, the materiality of the grid 
is echoed by the metal surface of the print 
revealing the quintessental Venetian landscape 
beyond the veil. 

This new limited edition, exclusive to Horsecross 
Arts, was published as part of Collect + Support, 
an o ngoing init iat i ve e s t ab l is h e d in 20 0 6 
to e n co ur age the viewers to start or nurture a 
collection of their own while the first of all newly 
commissioned limited editions is acquired for our 
public museum collection of contemporary art.

           DAYDREAMING  (2006)   9:07 MINS 
 NEW ACQUISITION 

Head upstairs to our Threshold Lounge to 
experience H o o y k a a s ’  w o r k ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y 
re-created as part of her first solo exhibition in 
the UK and acquired for our museum collection 
of contemporary art. 

This work is dedicated to the memory of Elsa 
Stansfield (1946-2004), the Scottish video art 
pioneer with whom Hooykaas collaborated for 
over 30 years under the artistic partnership 
Stansfield/Hooykaas.

The work features a classic macramé rope 
hammock from which the lounging, reclining 
audience can sample the serene seascapes and 
mountain panoramas on the screen. 

I n  f a c t ,  S t a n s f i e l d/ H o o y k a a s  a r e  w i d e l y 
recognised internationally for their pioneering 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  a n d 
i n t e r a c t i v e  art of today. The soundscape also 
adds to the atmosphere of clarity, simplicity and 
mindfulness, creating a contemplative place for 
reflection, almost in accordance with the general 
praxis of Buddhist teachings. 

 HAIKU. THE ART OF THE   
 PRESENT MOMENT  (2007)  30:00 MINS

 SEEING IN THE DARK. 
 IN SEARCH OF THE LAST BLIND  
 SHAMAN IN JAPAN  (2014  30:00 MINS

  HOLY ISLE. A BUDDHIST 
 SANCTUARY IN SCOTLAND 
 (2016)  30:00 MINS

Complete your journey by immersing yourself 
in Hooykaas’ three creative documentaries 
about light, vision, memory and mind inspired 
by her own Zen Buddhist practice. Find the trio 
of works showing on our Mezzanine Screen 
located upstairs to the right of the Threshold Wave. 

Haiku is indebted to the Narrow Road to the 
Deep North by the famous Japanese poet 
M a t s h u o  B a s h ō .  H o o y k a a s ’  w o r k  i s  a 
co nte mplat i ve v id e o t r ave log u e,  which 
r e f le c t s upon the author ’s own journey on 
foot across Japan in both verse and prose. 
The soft-spoken tone of the performer, the 
rhythm of the transitions and the tune played 
by the Dutch musician Ad Baars  on the 
Japanese woodwind instrument shakuhachi, 
stimulate an emotional response to the 
seasonal changes. 

Another Hooykaas’ ‘creative pilgrimage’ 
informs the poetic documentar y Holy Isle. 
The first-person narrative gives way t o  t h e 
sounds and sights of the real protagonists - the 
volunteers and the passing seasons at Holy Isle. 

The poetic documentary Seeing in the Dark 
completes the trilog y. This is Hooykaas’ 
hear t-felt, personal account of the ascetic 
practices of itakos – the blind women trained 
to become spiritual mediums in Japan.
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THRESHOLD ARTSPACE
IT WAS SEPTEMBER 2005 WHEN WE UNVEILED PERTH’S MUSEUM 
AND GALLERY FOR CONTEMPORARY ART AT THE ‘THRESHOLD’ OF 
BOTH PERTH CONCERT HALL AND PERTH THEATRE. WE NAMED 
IT – THRESHOLD ARTSPACE. 

SINCE THEN WE HAVE BEEN POSITIONING PERTH AND 
SCOTLAND WITHIN THE CONTEMPORARY ART WORLD THROUGH 
RESEARCHING, CURATING, COMMISSIONING, PRODUCING, 
EXHIBITING, PUBLISHING, INTERPRETING AND COLLECTING. 

Threshold artspace is located at the ‘threshold’ of Perth Concert Hall and Perth Theatre 
OPEN Mon-Sat 9am-6pm or late on performance nights | Admission FREE | Donations 
warmly welcome  

Perth Concert Hall and Perth Theatre | Mill Street | Perth | PH1 5HZ Scotland | 0044 (0) 
1738 621 031 | info@horsecross.co.uk | www.horsecross.co.uk 

Horsecross Arts Ltd is registered in Scotland, no SC301328 and a charity no SC022400. Registered office: Perth Concert 
Hall, Mill Street, Perth PH1 5HZ

Please note that due to the public nature of Threshold artspace, occasionally some works featured in our exhibitions 
might temporarily be unaccessible. Contact us in advance to ensure your visit is fully rewarding. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The exhibition is produced by Horsecross Arts, the co-curators and the artist for Threshold artspace. 
Supported by the National Lottery through Creative Scotland’s Open Project Fund. Additional support 
by the University of Highlands and Islands through the Curatorial Placement Programme at Threshold 
artspace for students in Contemporary Art Practice and Contextual Studies at Perth College.

Threshold artspace is pioneered and managed by Horsecross Arts. It is core 
funded by Creative Scotland and Perth and Kinross Council. 

 

CURATORS’ TOURS
Join our resident curator Iliyana Nedkova and our guest curator Laura Leuzzi at any of our Coffee, 
Croissant and Art or Wine, Olives and Art guided tours on selected Wednesdays.

DATES INCLUDE: 
23 MAY + 27 JUN AT 11:30 OR 23 MAY + 6 JUN AT 17:00 RESPECTIVELY 
Find out more about Madelon Hooykaas’ exhibition and the story of the bold museum collection of 
contemporary art at Threshold artspace. The tours last approximately an hour. No prior interest in 
art required. Meet at the Glassrooms Café, Perth Concert Hall. 

£5 PER PERSON INCLUDING REFRESHMENTS 
BOOK IN ADVANCE BY CONTACTING ILIYANA NEDKOVA AT INEDKOVA@HORSECROSS.CO.UK OR 07505654358.
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