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Organised jointly by the Centre for Energy, Petroleum and Mineral 
Law and Policy of the University of Dundee and the International 
Energy Forum, Riyadh

What is the Future of International Energy Cooperation in the light of New Concepts of Sovereignty?
 
International energy is in transition: drivers for that include the 2015 United Nations (UN) Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), demands for cleaner air, cleaner transport, and new technologies. But why is it happening so slowly? Is it ever going to 
happen? A condition for future success is enhanced international cooperation among states, investors and communities, yet 
the climate for this is challenging. National control over energy policy and priorities have never been more evident than today, 
which will impact on the deliverable outcomes of institutionalised cooperation.

The Third Dundee Energy Forum, 10th and 11th June 2019, will address key questions arising from this antinomy. 

What are the incentives to cooperate in this dynamic setting and what can international organisations do to govern, 
encourage or shape this cooperation? 

How can it be financed/funded? 

What are the consequences of energy transitions for international development and transnational energy markets? And 
how can this intention be translated into well-coordinated effective policies on the full range of low-carbon technologies 
under the universal climate action. 

The Forum seeks to achieve three objectives: moving from intentions and ideas into the practice of a cooperative transition; a 
discourse of the institutional side of the energy transition, among and between international organisations, governments, and 
the corporate sector; and stimulating innovative thinking on governance and pathways of a global energy transition.

The Forum reflects these objectives through its thematic panels. The panels are designed to bring together representatives 
from international and national organisations that provide strategic governance of the international energy system, the 
corporate sector, and leadings academics. The moderated panels are designed to foster interactive exchanges between 
the panellist and the Forum’s participants. Panellists will be asked to give an initial presentation of their views, supported by 
papers.  

The Forum will include a Reception at the new Victoria and Albert (V&A) Museum, by the River Tay on Monday night, 10th 
June.

The Centre for Energy, Petroleum and Mineral Law and Policy (CEPMLP) has been providing international leadership in energy 
research and postgraduate specialised education for more than 40 years whose graduates hold key positions in the  
public and private sector word-wide. The Centre works closely with stakeholders in international organisations, governments, 
industry and legal practice. 

This Dundee Energy Forum is the annual flagship event of the Centre. Now in its third instalment, the Forum analyses 
trajectories of policy, law and economics of global energy. It aims to be the platform for debate between diverse viewpoints 
on these trajectories. 



DAY 1 - 10th June 2019 - Morning

Keynote: HE Mohammed Barkindo, Secretary General, OPEC

Moderator: HE Xiansheng Sun, Secretary General, International Energy Forum

Session 1 - The architecture of energy governance

This panel will focus on the disparate institutional architecture of energy. Building on the keynote speech, the panel will 
reflect on institutional energy governance under the umbrella of UN SDG 7 on access to clean and modern energy and 13 on 
climate action and the Paris Agreement.

The Moderator will facilitate and stimulate exchanges between the panellists that are key players in this architecture 
reflecting on their mandates in the energy transition, strategic priorities for translating intention into policies, how 
inter-organisational coordination can be improved, mitigation of conflicting interest of member states as well as the 
perspective on non-member states, and finally responsibilities towards achieving their commitments under the SDGs.

Moderator:  Professor Peter Cameron, Director, CEPMLP

• A View from the European Union - Dr Oliver Koch, DG ENER, European Commission
• A View from Asia - ProfessorKen Koyama, Institute of Energy Economics Japan
• A View from Europe - Clara Poletti, Chair of ACER board
• Energy transitions and minerals: the role of the International Seabed Authority - Professor Isabel Feichtner, University 

of Würzburg

Session 2 - Mobilising investment within an enabling legal environment

A global energy transition will require large private investment, supported by public funds, requires new forms of partnership, 
and enabling, predictable investment environments. This panel will question what international organisations can do to 
create an enabling environment, while investor security is being whittled away by states. It will look into the impact of 
divergent regulatory frameworks between the EU and the USA, and provide an analysis of private sector investment 
strategies.

Moderator:  Professor Pieter Bekker, CEPMLP

• Professor Paul Stevens, Chatham House and CEPMLP
• Investment drivers: the power of policy and market - Carol Nakhle, Crystol Energy
• Michael Tholen, Oil and Gas UK
• Simon Flowers, Wood Mackenzie

                            
                



                            
                

DAY 1 - 10th June 2019 - Afternoon
Keynote: HE Urban Rusnak, Secretary General, Energy Charter Secretariat: 

  ‘The cost of legal security in energy transition’

Session 3 -  The Energy transition and international development

The role of internationally cooperative energy transition in international development. This panel sheds light on the often 
overlooked yet critical role of both international and national institutions in the development field. The panel will consider 
how international development cooperation could facilitate energy transition in developing countries, particularly resource-
rich ones. The panel will address how better coordination among different stakeholders could accelerate the transition and 
mitigate the potential for market volatility. In this session the lessons learnt from different organisations work in this agenda 
will be spelled out. We will also discuss what risks countries may perceive as restraining their energy sovereignty. It will 
address these and further question in a geographically contextualised manner.

Moderator:  Naadira Ogeer, Commonwealth Secretariat

• The Asian Infrastructure Development Bank - Dean Kong Chingjiang, China University of Political Science Beijing 
• Africa’s energy independence and international development - Gadi Taj Ndahumba, African Legal Support Facility, 

Africa Development Bank
• Dr Abdulhamid Alkhalifa, OPEC Fund for International Development (invited)
• Professor Bassam Fattouh, Director of Oxford Institute for Energy Studies

Session 4 - Transboundary energy markets

A defining feature of the transition is the strengthening or even emergence of transboundary markets in the diversifying 
energy sources. Such markets are fundamentally desirable for a cost-effective transition. Their design and optimisation is the 
matter of international cooperation on supply, transmission and consumption. 

The panel will discuss new forms of international governance, such as the Belt & Road Initiative; new regional gas and 
electricity markets, and the International Energy Charter. What are the challenges? How can the risks be mitigated?

Moderator:  Clara Poletti, Chair of ACER Board

• The Belt and Road Initiative and energy - Professor Keyuan Chen, University of Central Lancashire
• Regional electricity markets - Professor Hillard Huntington, Executive Director, Energy Modelling Forum, Stanford         

University
• Dr Susanne Nies, ENTSO-E
• Regional networks in Latin America - Dr Milton Fernando Montoya Pardo, Externado University Colombia
• LNG Markets - Dr Thierry Bros, Oxford Institute for Energy Studies



                            
                

DAY 2 - 11th June 2019 - Morning

Keynote: Dr Nilufer Oral - Member of the UN International Law Commission’s Working Group on small island states   
  and sea-level rise, and Professor at the University of Istanbul

Session 5 - International climate action after COP24

The International climate action under the Paris Agreement has emerged as the principal driver of the decarbonisation of the 
global energy system. This panel will address the direction of travel from COP24 (2018), including the top-down governance 
mechanism, market-based mechanisms, enhanced ambition, climate litigation, and how the objectives of the Paris 
Agreement are impacted by the departure of the USA.

Moderators:  Professor Volker Roeben and Dr Rafael Macatangay, CEPMLP 

• Megan Richards, Director of Energy Policy, DG ENER, European Commission (invited)
• Dr Daniel Klein, UNFCCC Secretariat
• Karina Larsen, Climate Technology Centre & Network
• Catherine Bremner, Director, International Climate and Energy, UK Department for Business, Energy and Industrial      

Strategy (invited)

Session 6 - Innovation and Technology transfer

Innovation in technology is a key driver for accelerating the development of the global energy system towards cleaner and 
more diversified sources of energy. The panel will address how to foster the right innovation policies and widespread 
deployment of sustainable energy technologies, mitigating the disruptive effects on most vulnerable consumers, and the 
mechanisms for technology transfer between developed and developing countries.

Moderator:  Dr Gokce Mete, Energy Charter Secretariat

• Miguel Vazquez, Head of FSR Energy Innovation
• Professor Catherine Banet, University of Oslo (invited)
• Professor Tobias Stoll, University of Göttingen (invited)



                            
                

DAY 2 - 11th June 2019 - Afternoon

Session 7 - Energy Transition at the National Level: Models and instruments

The impulses of international energy cooperation are ultimately directed to the national level of each state.  This panel 
addresses models and instruments and the conditions of their transfer between countries.

Moderators:  Dr Thomas Muinzer and Dr Shawn Mu, CEPMLP

• Dr Alina Averchenkova, London School of Economics
• The case of China - Professor Yen-Chiang Chang, Dalian Maritime University
• Dr Russell Richardson, General Counsel and Company Secretary, UK Oil and Gas Authority
• Energy transition in Eastern Europe? - Ada Amon, E3G

Session 8 - Energy Justice

Achieving energy justice has become a normative parameter of international energy law and policy that will determine 
whether the energy transition can enjoy continued acceptance. This panel will focus on all aspects of just energy. These 
aspects reach from the sustainable development goal of access for all to secure and affordable energy to the distributional 
effects on the workforce and on the principal revenue source of countries with rich resources in fossil fuels. What 
organisations ought to address these aspects and through which instruments.

Moderator:  Professor Raphael Heffron, CEPMLP

• Dr Michael LaBelle, Central European University, Hungary
• Dr Shane Grimes, Coventry Business School
• RIIO 2 and electricity price controls in the UK - Leyun Kong, OFGEM



R
egistration

Further Information

Contact the CPD team - c.seminars@dundee.ac.uk

Or telephone +44 (0) 1382 385871

Registration Fee

£50.00

This fee includes the full 2-day conference attendance, lunch and 
refreshments on a daily basis and the drinks reception at the V&A Museum on 
10th June 2019

Register

You can register your place online at https://uod.ac.uk/2QOLYjb and pay using 
a debit/credit card.  

Regrettably invoices can not be issued and online payment is the only 
registration method.

Accommodation and Travel

The course will take place in Dundee and delegates can take advantage of 
University of Dundee negotiated accommodation rates with local hotels and 
guest houses.  Please ask for assistance in making a booking.

Dundee is well connected by rail and road with the other major cities and 
airports in Scotland.  The closest international airports can be found at 
Edinburgh and Glasgow.  Dundee itself has a small airport which is connected 
by daily flights to and from London Stansted Airport.

T’s and C’s

Full terms and conditions regarding bookings, including the cancellation 
policy, can be found at https://uod.ac.uk/2QOLYjb and then click on the ‘More 
Info’.
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