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Head to  
Mouth
Tania Kovats
 

Gymnasium Gallery 
15 June - 8 September 
 
Tania Kovats makes drawings, sculpture, installations, writing and large-scale projects 
that explore our experience, understanding and relationship with the natural world. 
Recently she has focused on water as her central subject, the seas and oceans, river 
systems, maritime culture, flooding and tides, necessarily touching on environmental 
concerns. 

Head to Mouth is a new exhibition by of sculpture and drawings which explores water as 
a boundary, both psychological and physical with reference to how the River Tweed has 
acted as a geopolitical boundary.

About the artist 
Born in London, Tania Kovats studied at Newcastle Polytechnic before completing her 
MA at the Royal College of Art, London in 1990.  

Kovats has shown extensively in the UK and abroad, with solo shows including those 
at The Fruitmarket Gallery, Edinburgh; Pippy Houldsworth Gallery, London; Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park, Wakefield; New Art Centre, Salisbury; Oriel Mostyn Gallery, Llandudno; 
Asprey Jacques, London and Newlyn Art Gallery, Cornwall. Group shows include 
those at BALTIC, Gateshead; Camden Arts Centre, London; Hayward Gallery, London; 
Tate Liverpool; V&A, London; Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney; Kettle’s Yard, 
Cambridge; Kunstraum Innsbruck and ICA, London.  
 
Her sculptures and drawings feature in numerous public and private collections 
including the Arts Council; The British Council; Government Art Collection; and the V&A.
 
Follow us on Instagram:
Tania Kovats: Kovats66
Berwick Visual Arts: BerwickVA
#headtomouth #taniakovats #berwickvisualarts

Kovats has shared her Border Ballad playlist on Spotfiy
Search for tangent66 Playlist name: Border Ballad



LIST OF WORKS 
 

1. The Divers (numbers 1-9), 2019  
Concrete
Nine works cast in concrete using wetsuits as moulds. These inverted aquatic figures 
reflect on our liquid selves and the experience of our own physical boundaries in water. 
 

2.  Union, 2019.  
Glass, ply, steel
Water from River Tweed, English and Scottish side, collected at Union Chain Bridge 
 

3. Head to Mouth, 2019. 
Glass, ply 
Water from the source and mouth of the River Tweed
 

4. TWEED, 2019.  
36 drawings. Indian ink on newspaper 
A series of drawings and writing from the artist’s journey along the River Tweed. The 
work tells a love story with the Tam Lane border ballad as its starting point. 

‘If all rivers have their own voice then Tweed is a bi-lingual river, one voice from where it 
rises in Scotland, and the other from where it ends in England. The two voices meet for 
a while where the river travels along the border for some of the its journey. I’ve written 
my border ballad as a supernatural liquid love story that ends in separation. It embodies 
my sadness that post Brexit, the ‘United’ Kingdom will continue to fracture apart, with 
Scotland separating from England.’ – Tania Kovats.

All works courtesy of the artist and Pippy Houldsworth Gallery.


