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Video - 2.2. Action spotlight: land use and land cover

In this video, you heard from Inian at IIASA who spoke about how some of the WeObserve
citizen observatories are monitoring land use and land cover.

Land cover refers to the type of surface that covers an area of land, for example: vegetation,
water bodies or urban areas. Land use is how we describe the current function of an area of
land, which could have an agricultural, recreation or residential function, for example.

Inian told us about how LandSense combines satellite data with citizen science, using the
information collected by people on the ground to verify satellite imagery with [Natura
Alert](https://natura-alert.net/). We’ll hear more about this project in a forthcoming spotlight step.

We also heard about the GROW Observatory and how this project used sensors to monitor land
use through soil moisture, using specific approaches to capture the right information.

##Share your thoughts!

+ Can you think of other environmental challenges that could be monitored through land use
and land cover?
+ How could citizen science support the changes happening in these cases?

Please share your ideas in the discussion area below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acYcox0qTJA

