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Art / History and 

Violence against Women

A symposium in support of the United Nations International 

Day for the  Elimination of Violence against Women

Presented by IN-gear

Thursday 25th November 2021, 

2-5pm

25 November has been designed as the Orange Day by the UNiTE to End Violence 

against Women Campaign(link is external). The colour orange symbolizes a brighter 

future, free of violence. It also serves as a means of demonstrating your solidarity in 

eliminating all forms of violence and it is therefore used as the color of the International 
Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women

http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/unite


A warm welcome to In-GEAR at Duncan of

Jordanstone College of Art and Design

(DJCAD), the University of Dundee, Scotland

The 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence is

an annual international campaign that kicks off on 25

November, the International Day for the Elimination of

Violence against Women, and runs until 10 December,

Human Rights Day. It was started by activists at the

inaugural Women’s Global Leadership Institute in 1991 and

continues to be coordinated each year by the Center for

Women’s Global Leadership. It is used as an organizing

strategy by individuals and organizations around the world to

call for the prevention and elimination of violence against

women and girls.

In support of this civil society initiative, the United

Nations Secretary-General’s UNiTE by 2030 to End Violence

against Women campaign (UNiTE campaign) calls for global

actions to increase awareness, galvanize advocacy efforts,

and share knowledge and innovations.

The global theme for this year’s 16 Days of Activism against

Gender-Based Violence, which will run from 25 November to

10 December 2021, is “Orange the world: End violence

against women now!”

We wish to give our thanks to the Paul Mellon Center

for Studies in British Art for their generous support of this

important event.

https://16dayscampaign.org/
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/unite


Our Directors:  Chenoa Beedie, Cat Dunn, Helen Gørrilll, Lauren-Marie Kennedy and Sara Pakdel-Cherry

In-GEAR was established on International Women’s Day 2021 at DJCAD, in order to

support marginalised women and non-binary artists and promote better equalities

in the artworld. We host a series of internal and external events, and aim to provide

supportive and encouraging mentoring through staff and student directorship, so that

our group members can maximise their potential, develop their skills, improve their

performance and become the person they want to be.

As part of our commitment to mentor students and provide them with

opportunities to engage with industry professionals, at this conference, selected

students will be presenting alongside our keynote speakers and special guests.

This will not only bring a new millennial perspective to the works in question,

but also promote DJCAD’s artists, directors, writers and curators of the future.

We’re also very proud to announce that Helen (on behalf of In-GEAR) is the

2021 recipient of the University’s Honorary Graduates Award for Inclusive

Practice. With the development fund prize, we are setting up some new prizes to

encourage and award students who work with EDI initiatives. We are a growing

and diverse group, and hope to welcome you back to another of our events soon.

Helen, Chenoa, Cat, Lauren-Marie & Sara



We give our sincere thanks to the Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in
British Art for their generous support of this important event – and
as such we are pivoting the conference around the work of the
British feminist artist Margaret Harrison (b.1940) and her critically
acclaimed work in relation to violence against women. We will
screen an exclusive interview with Margaret, followed by
reflections on Margaret’s work by DJCAD fine art students.

At our conference in support of the United Nations
International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women,

we present a global and diverse perspective - a creator who has
made storyboards of witnessed violence against Bangladeshi
women on public transport, violence against women in South
Africa through the art of Zanele Muholi, a Finnish memory of
forested lost dreams, a talk of the MMIWGQT Movement across
North America, and the glaring issue of intersectional violence
against indigenous women. Our approach is intersectional, some
of our papers exploring and/coming from the marginalised
communities of non-binary, gay, lesbian, bi, trans queer, and
neurodiverse – as well as binary female/male perspectives of

violence against women.
Through the lens of contemporary art and art history, we also

examine the very real and important issues of victim, rather than
perpetrator-blaming; sexual assault and related trauma;
objectification of the female body in a patriarchal society; the
othering of victims of violence within themselves, and the
perceived inability of UK authorities to learn lessons and effect
cultural change. One paper will also present a male perspective
in encouraging other men to show support towards women in
relation to attacks; and a presentation will also look at violence
towards non-human females/animals.

We give huge thanks to our two keynote speakers: Dr
Catherine McCormack speaking live from Sothebys in London,
and author of critically acclaimed Women in the Picture), who will
frame her talk around the relationship between violence,
knowledge and power and women's bodies through art history;
and Prof Sue Williams speaking live from University of Wales Trinity
St David; Sue’s a feminist artist who is one of Wales’ leading
contemporary painters, presenting her auto-ethnographical
approach to the issue of violence against women, and the
treatment of women in contemporary society.

summary



We are delighted to announce two keynote

speakers for the event: Dr Catherine McCormack,

art historian and lecturer at Sotheby’s Institute of

Art in London. Catherine is also author of the

brilliant new art history book Women in the Picture,

a feminist polemic about objectification and

women’s bodies in visual culture (Icon Books 2020).

Sue Williams is an award-winning artist and

professor of fine art at University of Wales Trinity

Saint David. Sue is one of Wales’ leading

contemporary female artists, whose

autoethnographic practice articulates the

complexities of human relationships and gender,

drawing the viewer into a world of provocative

sexual and emotional politics.





2.00pm Welcome and Introduction

Janice Aitken – Associate Dean for Public Engagement at DJCAD

2.10pm Welcome to In-GEAR + introduction to keynote Dr Catherine McCormack

Chenoa Beedie – postgraduate Chair of InGEAR

2.15pm Keynote - Catherine McCormack author of Women in the Picture, Curator, and Lecturer 

at Sotheby’s Institute of the Arts.

+ Questions 

2.40pm Margaret Harrison interviewed by DJCAD’s Helen Gørrill, filmed by Callum Latimer 

[streamed video] Exclusively created for this event, recording of ‘Rape’ and ‘Beautiful 

Ugly Violence’ artist (Tate).

2.55pm Margaret Harrison’s ‘Rape’.

Georgia Legg

3.00pm Margaret Harrison’s ‘Beautiful Ugly Violence’

Daira Ronzoni

3.05pm Violence against Women in Bangladesh

Rahul Raj Debnath 

3.10pm Zanele Muholi: showcasing violence against women (gay, lesbian, bi, trans) in South 

Africa 

Cat Dunn 

3.15pm Misogyny and violence against women and the inability of UK authorities to learn 

lessons and effect cultural change

Nicky Riding

3.25pm Questions for the panel

3.30pm Ten minute break



3.40pm Welcome back, and introduction to Keynote, Professor Sue Williams

Sara Pakdell-Cherry 

3.45pm Keynote - Sue Williams 

Professor of Fine Art at UWTSD and one of Wales’ leading contemporary 

women artists

Questions

4.10pm Publication announcement

Dr Helen Gørrill, Chair of In-GEAR

4.15pm Little Red Dress

Chenoa Beedie 

4.20pm Don’t get distracted

Lauren Craig

4.25pm (Un)learn: working through the residue

Genevieve Sawyer-Males 

4.30pm Together with Women

Clyde Williamson 

4.35pm Why are women afraid to walk in the dark?  Memory: a forest of lost dreams

Anna Valavaara

4.40pm The Twisting Torso: an exploration of the female torso as Object

Leonie MacMillan 

4.45pm This is an ugly painting

Frances Smith 

4.50pm Masked Violence, Muted Voices

Lauren-Marie Kennedy 

4.55pm-

5.00pm

Questions for the panel and closing comments

Chenoa Beedie



keynote

www.thisiscatherinemccormack.com

Catherine 

McCormack

@womeninthepicture

@womeninthepicture

I am a writer, art historian and
independent curator based in London.
I’m the author of Women in the Picture:
Women, Art and the Power of Looking a
polemic about patriarchy, feminism and art
history, published by WW. Norton (US) and
Icon Books (UK) in 2021. I’m also the
author of The Art of Looking Up which is a
collection of forty fine art ceilings from
around the world, published by White Lion
(2019).

When not writing and curating I
can be found teaching art history
at Sotheby’s Institute of
Art, where I am the course leader
for the summer school on Women
and Art and have developed
courses on art, race and gender. I
have a PhD in Art History from
UCL where I worked as a Teaching
Fellow and I have appeared on
BBC Radio 4 Women’s Hour, Sky
News and BBC Breakfast talking
about art.

https://iconbooks.com/ib-title/women-in-the-picture/
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/gallery/2019/nov/27/the-art-of-looking-catherine-mccormack-ceilings
https://www.sothebysinstitute.com/why-sothebys/our-faculty-and-guest-speakers/catherine-mccormack/
https://www.sothebysinstitute.com/london/summer-institute/women-and-art/


@nomorepink

keynote

www.nomorepink.com

Sue 

williams
Sue Williams is a prominent international artist
with a recognised body of work and an
exhibition history of both solo and group
shows on five continents. Her
autoethnographic practice, whether drawing or
text, articulates the complexities of human
relationships in a contemporary cultural
context – whether visual or textual she
demonstrates a vulnerability which invariably
elicits an effective response. Williams
continues to challenge and explore new
concepts and multi-disciplinary art forms
offering a direct response to the complex world
of human frailty, drawing the viewer into a
world of provocative sexual and emotional
politics.

Williams is Professor of Fine Art
in Swansea College of Art,
University of Wales Trinity Saint
David and is one of Wales’
leading contemporary female
artists.



And contributors



Janice Aitken is an artist and Reader in

Art & Design who has worked in Duncan

of Jordanstone College of Art and

Design since 2003. She currently teaches

in Contemporary Art Practice and is

Associate Dean for Public and

Community Engagement. In her role as

Associate Dean, she is responsible for

strategic and operational oversight of

the broad and varied Public

Engagement activity that takes place in

Duncan of Jordanstone. Janice is also

the Academic Lead for the relationship

between the University of Dundee and

V&A Dundee.

Working in a variety of media

including photography, painting,

animation and digital film and

interactive media, my work has been

exhibited in the National Gallery of

Scotland, the Science Museum,

London, the Bachaus, Eisenach,

Germany as well as more local

venues such as the McManus

Galleries and the University of

Dundee School of Life Sciences. I

have also contributed to

internationally broadcast TV

documentaries 'The King in the Car

Park' and Cleopatra, Portrait of a

Killer’.

Image: ‘Isla, my sister’ from ‘my

silence will never protect me’

https://www.janiceaitkenartist.co.uk/

J.Z.Aitken@dundee.ac.uk

http://dev.sharingnothoarding.org/koken/index.php?/show-info/2018/03/my-silence-will-never-protect-me/
mailto:J.Z.Aitken@dundee.ac.uk


Chenoa Beedie is a mixed-race Scottish -
Native American artist, currently a
Postgraduate student in Art and
Humanities at Duncan of Jordanstone
College of Art and Design. With a First
Class degree in Fine art, through Film and
Photography Chenoa’s documentary
style practice researches the important
topics of cultural identity, belonging and
socio-political relationships. Drawing
inspiration from land and heritage, she
works to explore multicultural recognition
within the issue of representation through
a colonial lens of visibility in a post-colonial
era. Chenoa holds the 2021 DJCAD
undergraduate award for outstanding
commitment to Equality, Diversity and
Inclusion (EDI), is the School’s Student
Director of EDI; and a founding Director of
In-GEAR at DJCAD.

@_picknmixbits

chenoab@hotmail.co.uk



Lauren craig

Born in Edinburgh Scotland, Lauren
Craig is a 25-year-old artist studying 2nd
Year BA Fine Art at DJCAD. She began
her artistic practice at Edinburgh
College, studying NC Media Broadcast
promptly followed by a Diploma in
Television where she developed her
interest in film, editing, photography and
animation. During her two years studying
Television, Lauren worked as a freelance
runner with Freak Films and Encaptivate
for advertisements, music videos and a
feature length film.

After taking a gap year, she
continued her studies in film
and digital art and graduated
in 2020 with a Diploma in
Computer Art and Design.

During the pandemic, Lauren
spent a year working as a
freelance Artist, in various
mediums including graphic
design and acrylic painting.
After achieving a place on
DJCAD’S BA Fine Art Course,
Lauren centres her artwork
and uses her voice to address
and challenge social issues like

male violence against woman,
women’s rights and the
treatment of women’s bodies
in the health care system.

@laurenlouiseart_



Cat Dunn
Cat is currently a doctoral candidate at

DJCAD University of Dundee. She is an

emerging black social justice curator who is

an International Fellow with the AAMC

Foundation Engagement Program for

International Curators(EPIC), An ex-

committee member for Transmission Gallery,

Glasgow and a mentor with Empower

Women for Change-Thistles & Dandelions

Heritage Project, Glasgow. Cat graduated

with a master’s with Distinction and has

completed an upskilling Contemporary

Curating in Art & Design course at DJCAD

Dundee,

Harbinger Exhibition Official Poster, 2021

Her practice is as a freelance

social justice researcher and

producer, activist and artist. Her

work seeks to engage and create

dialogue about social Identity as

seen through the lived experiences

of marginalized women, and

engages additional divisive

subjects such as colonialism,

slavery, racism and feminism, often

investigating those aspects that

are all too frequently hidden or

misrepresented. The overall basis

of her practice is grounded on

creating or adding to Black and

Marginalized Space and giving a

voice to those communities. Her

last project Harbinger, investigated

the impact of the climate crisis on

marginalised communities living in

urban areas.

twisteddolljewellery@gmail.com

@harbingerexhibition

www.harbingerexhibition.

co.uk/home-1

www.twisteddoll.com

www.Instagram.com/twisteddolldesign

http://www.twisteddoll.com/


Helen currently lectures in Critical and

Contextual Studies for contemporary art

practice at DJCAD. She is DJCAD’s equality,

diversity and inclusion Lead, and founding

Director/Chair of the Intersectional Gender

Equality in the Arts Research group (In-

GEAR), for which she is the 2021 recipient of

the University’s Honorary Graduates’ Award

for Inclusive Practice, Helen has been

published widely in relation to contemporary

art and gender, including The Guardian with

her column on Tate inequality, a published

monograph and two edited collections.

She is currently in a 3-book deal with

Bloomsbury Academic Publishing.

hgorrill001@dundee.ac.uk

@houseofgorrill

www.helengorrill.com

www.dundee.ac.uk/people/helen-gorrill

http://www.helengorrill.com/


Margaret Harrison

Margaret Harrison (born Wakefield;
1940)studied at the Carlisle College
of Art (now University of Cumbria),
the Roayal Academy Schools, Royal
Academy and the Academy of Fine
Arts of Perugia, Italy. Harrison is a
radical feminist artist who has been
practicing since the late sixties. She
was one of founders of the London
Women’s Liberation Art Group in
1970. In 1971 an exhibition of her work
was closed by the police, particularly
for the depictions of male bodies, for
example her iconic image of Hugh
Hefner as a Bunny Girl.



Lauren-Marie Kennedy is DJCAD’s
student President, and a Third Year
Fine Art student at Duncan of

Jordanstone College of Art and
Design. She is also undergraduate
Director of IN-GEAR and Founder of
the Vegan Society at Dundee
University. Her work focuses on Animal
Rights issues and she combines Art
and Activism within her creative
practice.

I consider myself a Creative with

Cause, the installations and

performances that I make are

influenced by my lifestyle as a

Vegan and Animal Rights

advocate. Materials are

secondary to the ideas and

inspiration comes from intensive

research which can be

emotionally demanding. Recently,

I have been experimenting with

text, sound, photography and film

to enhance my work.

As a volunteer at an Animal

Sanctuary, I have met the survivors

of the oppressive system that is

factory farming; the lucky few who

live out their lives in peace and

joy. Those who are not so fortunate

are the reason why I make the

work that I do, and I hope that

one day my artwork will no longer

be relevant but instead will serve

as a relic of the consumer culture

that once existed.

@thecompassionateartist



Callum 

Latimer

www.cdlatimerfilmmaker.co.uk

callumlatimer@live.co.uk

Callum Latimer, Manchester School of art 
(BA Hons, 1st) Filmmaking.
Award winning Documentary 
filmmaker/Conceptual Video Artist.
Latimer looks for the romantic sublime in
Nature, while visually exploring the tension
created by humanities presence on our
world.

Latimer’s recent short film ‘Post-deterrence’ is a visual conversation between Conrad 
Atkinson’s, 1980, Cold war work “ THE LOUIS XIV DETERRENT” and
murmuration's of starlings at their home, an abandoned cold war Cumbrian Airfield.
“Latimer’s work is a haunting allegory of the transient balance
between humanity and the world our human existence endeavours to put in peril.”

@callum.latimer



Georgia Legg
I am currently a final year student studying

Fine art at DJCAD. I am concerned with the

body, sexuality and taboos. My work mainly

aims to show a fascination with the inner

regions of the body with the use of ‘human

materials’. I work to examine the body

through its skin, matter and fluids creating a

juxtaposition between what can be seen as

beautiful and grotesque.

@georgialeggart

My work is mainly seen through photography. With an intention to show that

something could be both alluring as well as repellent. With a strong interest in the

binary opposites, for example, male/female, organic/man-made,

seductive/repulsive I want to show our views on materials that were at one point a

part of us.



Leonie  MacMillan
Leonie MacMillan is a ceramic artist, with a
MA Film&TV/ Theatre Studies from
Glasgow University and PGDip in Electronic
Imaging from DCJAD. After making several
animated films Leonie discovered clay as
her preferred medium. In 2017 she won the
Booker Project prize from St Andrews
University for her creative response to the
novel, In The Country of Men by Hisham
Matar. She is a selected member of Craft
Scotland . She lives and works in Fife and
shows in several Scottish Galleries.
Accepted by DJCAD for the MFA degree,
Leonie is currently looking for funding.

My background in filmmaking
has inspired me to create
narratives for my ceramic
pieces in which science and
mythology intertwine in
comment to the human
condition. By using the symbol
of The Goddess, I am able to
link past and present
mythologies. I hand build and
sometimes finish the piece by
throwing it on a potters’
wheel using a wooden pole. I
use high fired glazes and
photographic decals. At the
moment I am exploring the
female torso as an object.

sirimics@gmail.com



keynote

www.thisiscatherinemccormack.com

Catherine 

McCormack

@womeninthepicture

@womeninthepicture

I am a writer, art historian and
independent curator based in London.
I’m the author of Women in the
Picture: Women, Art and the Power of
Looking a polemic about patriarchy,
feminism and art history, published by
WW. Norton (US) and Icon Books (UK)
in 2021. I’m also the author of The Art
of Looking Up which is a collection of
forty fine art ceilings from around the
world, published by White Lion
(2019).

When not writing and curating
I can be found teaching art
history at Sotheby’s Institute
of Art, where I am the course
leader for the summer school
on Women and Art and have
developed courses on art, race
and gender. I have a PhD in
Art History from UCL where I
worked as a Teaching
Fellow and I have appeared on
BBC Radio 4 Women’s Hour,
Sky News and BBC Breakfast
talking about art.

https://iconbooks.com/ib-title/women-in-the-picture/
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/gallery/2019/nov/27/the-art-of-looking-catherine-mccormack-ceilings
https://www.sothebysinstitute.com/why-sothebys/our-faculty-and-guest-speakers/catherine-mccormack/
https://www.sothebysinstitute.com/london/summer-institute/women-and-art/


Sara pakdel-cherry
Sara Pakdel-Cherry is an Iranian-British artist
who is in her final year of studying Fine Art.
Using photography, printmaking, painting,
sculpture and film, she explores the
consolidation of the Islamic regime to
enhance her knowledge of her Persian
heritage. Building an art practice based on
her experiences as a Persian woman but
most of all to be a voice for women in Iran.
The British media makes a point to portray
Iran as the enemy, erasing the significant
and rich Persian history in which influences
our society and world today. Therefore,
Sara's research and art practice focuses on
educating her western audience on Persian
history and culture

_sarapakdelart_ 



Rahul Raj 

Debnath 

Rahul Raj Debnath is a 2021 MSc graduate of University
of Dundee in Animation & VFX. He has achieved
distinction in his masters and been awarded Duncan of
Jordanstone award 2021 for the highest academic
performance across the Djcad postgraduate year 2021.
Previously he has completed his Bachelor of fine arts in
Drawing & painting from university of Dhaka. Moreover,
in 2019 he and his team has published an International
Children Film Festival award winning short film named
“The Smoker”. His works mostly consists of social day-
to-day events from the perspective of modern
entertainment & Digital Media industry



Tamara 

richardson

@tamara_Richardson_artist

Richardson’s sculpture based practice
concerns our bodily habitation of
space. Her use of household objects and
materials typically result in a minimalist
installation featuring sculptural forms,
where ambiguous sculptural elements
become subtle motifs. The minimalist
forms are emotive and poetic in nature.
Her artistic process is informed by the
pursuit of equality and the social identity of
individuals and communities within
contemporary society. Richardson works
directly with communities using public
workshops and creativity to engage
conversation and critical thought around
contemporary political issues and is also
employed as the Public and Community
Engagement Coordinator at Duncan of
Jordanstone College of Art and Design.



Nicky Riding
Nicky Riding is a second year

DJCAD student studying

Contemporary Art Practice. In

2020 Nicky embraced a career

change completing a Foundation

Course in Art and Design at Leith

School of Art where she won an

award for the LSA Outstanding

Work Prize at the end of year

Exhibition.

Not afraid to draw on life experiences

and put herself ‘out there’ in pursuit

of her truth. Nicky agrees with the

premise of a book, “The 100-Year

Life” by Dr Lynda Gratton. In the

21st century we evolve, we grow, we

seek experiences that enrich our life

at different points, regardless of how

old we are. Following a successful

corporate career for 32 years, where

she learnt how to adapt in a ‘left-

brain’ world, whilst expressing

creativity in whatever way she could.

Nicky is now using her creative voice

to develop that which speaks to who

she is and what she wants to

represent by exploring themes on

Feminism/Misogyny, Mental Health

and an Exploration of Self.

The values that define who Nicky is are integrity, passion for all she does, curiosity and

a sense of adventure and this is reflected in her artistic practice. Nicky’s mission, in her

second year of Contemporary Art Practice, is to continue to develop deep creative

learning and expression to fulfil a potential, which at last has broken free.

@art52jump



Daira

Ronzoni

@dairaronzonistudio



Genevieve 

Sawyer   Males

Genevieve is a 3rd year mature student studying

Contemporary Art Practice at DJCAD. She grew

up in the United States and has a BA in

Psychology. In 2008 she moved to the UK and

began to work with Victim Support as a

volunteer and then as an Independent Sexual

Violence Advisor. In these roles she had a first

hand view into the experience of victims of

sexual violence as they moved through the

criminal justice system and witnessed the

disparity between the legal process, cultural

ideations around victims of violence, and the

human experience of trauma.

My art practice combines

autobiographical responsiveness

and an exploration of the nuance

in our many contradictions though

the lenses of identity and the

feminist perspective. Currently

the unpredictable plays an

important role in my work and I

find this often occurs most freely

when out and about gathering

potential materials, experimental

use of photography, and creating

assemblages. These often find

their way into digital works,

where they form something

totally imaginary and enliven the

subconscious.

@genevievemales



Frances  Smith

Frances, who often works under the alias of

Vyvyan, was born in Shetland, moved to

Wales, and has been settled in Angus and

Tayside for the last twenty years. Frances is a

fourth year Art & Philosophy student at

Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art &

Design.

As a Queer Austistic Artist I

am concerned with facts,

definitions, and radical self-

love. I use acrylic and oil

paints, applying them with

‘painterly vigour’ (less

charitably described as

‘attacking the canvas’). My

process of painting is an

exercise in humility and

vanity, as self-portraiture often

involves a degree of necessary

hypocrisy. My work currently

concerns ‘ugly’ and the

deconstruction of this term in

contemporary art spaces.

@vyvsarium



Anna 

Valavaara

She explores the 
relationship between nature 
and the human 
subconscious, reflecting on 
themes such as melancholy, 
the fragility of life and the 
nearness of death. Present 
in her work is also the 
archetypical dichotomy of 
innocence and evil, of a life 
untainted by the 
questionable demands of a 
modern, fast-paced way of 
living. Anna also draws upon 
themes from fairytales, 
myths, gender-studies and 
environmental questions

Anna is a 4th year Duncan 
of Jordanstone College of Art and Design 
(DJCAD) student studying Fine Arts. Her 
works have been exhibited in Finland and 
Scotland, and she has participated in the 
International Internship Program at 
the Peggy Guggenheim Collection in 
Venice. She works in a variety of media 
including photography, film, print-
making, drawing and writing.
Living on an island in the 
remote archipelago of Southwestern 
Finland, Anna’s art has been influenced by 
the lush natural surroundings of her 
home.

https://www.islearts.com



@nomorepink

keynote

www.nomorepink.com

Sue 

wiliams
Sue Williams is a prominent international artist
with a recognised body of work and an
exhibition history of both solo and group
shows on five continents. Her
autoethnographic practice, whether drawing or
text, articulates the complexities of human
relationships in a contemporary cultural
context – whether visual or textual she
demonstrates a vulnerability which invariably
elicits an effective response. Williams
continues to challenge and explore new
concepts and multi-disciplinary art forms
offering a direct response to the complex world
of human frailty, drawing the viewer into a
world of provocative sexual and emotional
politics.

Williams is Professor of Fine Art
in Swansea College of Art,
University of Wales Trinity Saint
David and is one of Wales’
leading contemporary female
artists.



Clyde Williamson

@clydewilliamsonartworks

Clyde Williamson is an artist

whose works are visual and

performative methods of

engagement with everyday

life.



In order of appearance



ART / HISTORY AND 

VIOLENCE AGAINST 

WOMEN

Catherine McCormack

Prominent art historian and author

of the critically acclaimed Women

in the Picture, Sotheby’s lecturer

Catherine McCormack will

discuss artwork in the context of

violence against women.



‘RAPE, 

AND 

‘BEAUTIFUL UGLY 

VIOLENCE’ 

Margaret Harrison

Interviewed by Helen Gørrill

Filmed and edited by Callum Latimer

Founder of the London Women’s Art

movement in the 1970s, in this exclusive

recorded interview, Margaret Harrison

discusses her award-winning art practice in

the context of violence against women.

This includes her artworks Rape (1978, Art

Council Collection, Southbank Centre);

Beautiful Ugly Violence (2004); and For

God’s Sake, Shut the Fuck Up.



MARGARET HARRISON:

‘RAPE’

Georgia Legg

In this short talk, Georgia will
present her own response to
Margaret Harrison’s artwork
‘Rape’.



MARGARET HARRISON:

BEAUTIFUL UGLY 

VIOLENCE

Daira Ronzoni

In this short talk, Daira will
present her own response to
Margaret Harrison’s artwork
‘Beaufiful Ugly Violence’.



VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN 

BANGLADESH

Rahul Raj Debnath

My Approach: I am going to divide my speech in
two parts. In part, one I will discuss on the mass
violation against women and the extreme factors
like Rape, Murder, home abuses and other physical
abuses where everything appears without any
tinted glasses. I will present a comic style
storyboard to support my story. In the Part 2, I will
construct my speech to demonstrate a different
kind of violence, which is not that evident
physically, but more towards mentally. It would be
more about abusing with words, look, and
appearance and at times even in day-to-day social
talk. Being a man, mostly I will try to conduct my
speech from a perspective of a man and how I have
seen behavior against women from time to time as
a child to an adult stage of my life.



ZANELE MUHOLI: 

SHOWCASING VIOLENCE 

AGAINST WOMEN (GAY, 

LESBIAN, BI, TRANS) IN 

SOUTH AFRICA

Cat Dunn

Cat Dunn will discuss Zanele Muholi’s

practice. Zanele Muholi's work gives a

glimpse into gender violence and a lack

social justice for these womxn. There is an

almost poetic organising around the

intersectional which forces the viewer to

recognize how structural inequalities inform

the types of abuse perpetrated. Their lens

shows the individual and community

responses to abuse, and showcases the

effects and factors that increase the risk of

abuse just by being oneself



FEMINISM & MISOGYNY

Nicky Riding

My work explores the life and
times of Nicky Riding in the
context of Misogyny and violence
against women and the inability of
the authorities in the UK, by which
I mean the police and
government, to learn lessons and
effect cultural change. The piece I
am sharing is a component of a
current body of work which
includes protest, activism and
representation drawing on my
own observation of history and
politics.



LOVE, LONGING, LOSS

AND VIOLENCE AGAINST 

WOMEN

Sue Williams

In her Keynote presentation,

Professor Sue Williams and one of

Wales’ leading contemporary

women artists, will discuss her

feminist art practice and its context

in relation to violence against

women.



LITTLE RED DRESS

Chenoa Beedie

In ‘Little Red Dress’, Chenoa Beedie will be

discussing key artists influencing the

MMIWGQT Movement across North

America. Artists Jamie Black, Rebecca

Belmore and Cannupa Hanska Luger present

us with moving artworks bringing awareness

to the Missing and Murdered Indigenous

Women, Girls, Queer and Trans Peoples.

These bodies of work emotionally shine a

light on the overwhelming loss and turmoil

North Americas indigenous communities face

every day. Chenoa will discuss these artists

with the intention of highlighting the glaring

issue of the intersectional violence facing

marginalised Trans, Queer, Indigenous

Women.



DON’T GET DISTRACTED

Lauren Craig

‘Don’t get distracted.’ Is a short film showing

a woman in despair and discomfort after her

safety was compromised by a man at night.

Distraught, we find her holding her body in

fear, retracing the steps she had searched and

learned on the internet prior to leaving her

home. These rules were not enough to stop

her from being attacked. The title ‘Don’t get

distracted’ is a mere play on the cautionary

rule that many women are told; to stay off

their phones and be aware of their

surroundings. A concept that defeats the real

issue: that men are distracted by woman and

view them as objects, not human beings.



(UN)LEARN

Genevieve Sawyer Males

It is common across cultures to silence

victims of domestic violence and sexual

violence. This normalises isolation,

shame, control, doubt, and in-grained

victim blaming which makes it more

difficult for victims break that silence.

This talk will explore the othering of

victims of violence including within

themselves, and the artist’s response to

this in a few of her own autobiographical

works.



TOGETHER 

WITH WOMEN

Clyde Williamson

In his talk, Clyde Williamson discusses

his 2021 Dundee project, ‘Together with

Women’.

In this piece, he used pavement chalk as a

way of sending messages of unity to the

public, to show support towards women in

relation to attacks which have become

more publicised by the media, but have

affected women throughout history and

continue to occur to this day. In the

process, I found myself encouraging male

involvement in the movement and

bringing public attention to the issue as a

whole



MEMORY: 

THE FOREST FO LOST 

DREAMS

Anna Valavaara

Why are women afraid to walk in the dark? Anna

will present her project MEMORY: The Forest of

Lost Dreams, a photography series that brings

together her experiences, fairy tales, and the media

landscape. The project had its beginning fifteen years

ago when Anna decided to collect ‘happy’ things. She

hid them in an old chest, which was eventually

forgotten outdoors. In 2020 Anna discovered the

chest again and found her treasures, covered in dirt

and spiderwebs. This re-discovery was the

conception of the photography series. Those lost

treasures, ones she had hidden, brought to mind girls

and women and how dreams and minds shatter. She

reflects on innocence lost, fear, loneliness, and

despair. How at the beginning of a woman's life, they

may have a sense of security, a belief in a safe world.

And she considers how somehow, women are taught

fear. In this presentation, Anna illustrates this fear in

the context of the broader discourse on violence

against women.



THE TWISTING TORSO: AN 

EXPLORATION OF THE 

OBJECTIFICATION OF WOMEN

Leonie MacMillan

A while ago, when visiting a friend I noticed a wooden torso

displayed on her mantelpiece. It was a beautiful object but when

I thought about it I became uncomfortable. The female torso is a

favoured subject among artists , often male , to display their

sculpting skills. Such as Edgar Degas’ Torso of a Woman

rubbing her back with a sponge, or Auguste Rodin’s Torso of

Adele. But for me the Torso is the epitome of ‘Woman as Object’

as described by many feminists. (For example see Sandra

Bartky’s theories of sexual objectification). Traditionally female

poses in art were often submissive, and produced the Venus

archetype described by Catherine McCormack - Women were

represented as impossibly beautiful, sexual objects for the male

gaze. The female Torso takes this idea a stage further - The

woman has had her head, legs and arms removed - she becomes

nothing but an object to be admired, owned. She has no voice, or

identity and the main parts in view show a completely passive

sexuality. There are male torsos of course , but in the context of a

patriarchal society, their passivity pales in comparison to that of

the woman. Another feature of the female torso that I felt

uncomfortable with, that day at my friend’s house, was

imagining why or how the appendages were removed - there is a

suggestion of an innate violence. I decided to make some

ceramic female torsos , not as an attempt at creating beauty, but

as a vehicle to voice feminist ideas and to hint at the hidden

violence that some women experience but find difficult to

communicate. My talk will be looking at a few of the torsos I

have made and explaining the ideas behind them.



THIS IS AN UGLY PAINTING

Frances Smith

As an avid fan of Baroque art, Frances will be

critiquing “Susanna and the Elders”(1610) by

their favourite Caravaggisti Artemesia

Gentileschi. Their response to this work will

be heavily related to their final year

dissertation in which they discuss the

necessity of ugliness, how it is defined and

understood, and what implications the

existence of ugliness has on the society that

created it. They want to postulate that the

painting is ‘ugly’ and that there is no ‘beauty’

to be found in this. Frances will discuss the

culture surrounding the work in both a

historical and contemporary context with the

aim to manufacture a new structure for

thinking about works of this genre. This talk

will involve mentions of sexual assault and

related trauma.



MASKED VIOLENCE,

MUTED VOICES

Lauren-Marie Kennedy

Borrowing the title of her talk from a chapter

in Carol J. Adams’ book The Sexual Politics of

Meat, Lauren-Marie will be discussing

violence towards non-human women,

particularly within the dairy industry, by

reflecting upon the work of sculptor Lynn

Mowson. Lauren-Marie will also draw upon

examples from contemporary life that outline

the socially accepted dominion over our non-

human sisters.
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