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A NEW A NEW 
PALINGENESIS PALINGENESIS 

A NEW A NEW 
PALINGENESIS PALINGENESIS 
ADAPTED FROM THE STORY BY ROBERT DUNCAN MILNE



A New Palingenesis, November 2022, published by UniVerse, University of Dundee, Nethergate, 
Dundee, Scotland, UK. All Rights Reserved. Production by Damon Herd. All work created for this 

comic is © University of Dundee and the creators.

Robert Duncan Milne (1844-99), from Cupar, 
Fife, was a pioneering author of science 
fiction stories, most of which appeared in 
San Francisco’s Argonaut magazine in the 
1880s and ’90s. SF historian Sam Moskowitz 
credits Milne with being the first full-time SF 
writer, and his contribution to the genre is 
arguably greater than anyone else including 
Stevenson and Conan Doyle, yet it has all 
but disappeared into oblivion. Milne was 
fascinated by science. He drew on the work 
of Scottish physicists and inventors such as 
James Clark Maxwell and Alexander Graham 
Bell into the possibilities of electromagnetic 
forces and new communications media 
to overcome distances in space and time. 
Milne wrote about visual time-travelling 
long before H.G. Wells. He foresaw virtual 
‘tele-presencing’, remote surveillance, 
mobile phones and worldwide satellite 
communications  – not to mention climate 
change, scientific terrorism and drone 
warfare, cryogenics  and molecular re-
engineering. Milne also wrote on alien life 
forms, artificial immortality, identity theft 
and personality exchange, lost worlds and 
the rediscovery of extinct species.

‘A New Palingenesis’, originally published 
in The Argonaut on July 7th 1883, and 
adapted in this comic, is a secular version 
of the resurrection myth. Mary Shelley was 
the first scientiser of the occult to rework 
the supernatural idea of reanimating the 
dead through the mysterious powers 
of electricity in Frankenstein (1818). In 
Milne’s story, in which Doctor S- dissolves 
his terminally ill wife’s body in order to 
bring her back to life in restored health, 
is a striking, further modernisation of 
Frankenstein, to reflect late-nineteenth 
century interest in electromagnetic 
science and spiritualism. In particular, it is a
retelling of Shelley’s narrative strand about 
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INTRODUCTION
Frankenstein’s aborted attempt to shape a 
female mate for his creature, but also his 
misogynistic ambition to bypass the sexual 
principle in reproducing life altogether. 
By doing so, Milne interfused Shelley’s 
updating of the Promethean myth with 
others. ‘A New Palingenesis’ is also a version 
of Pygmalion and his male-ordered, wish-
fulfilling desire to animate his idealised 
female sculpture, Galatea from Ovid’s 
Metamorphoses, perhaps giving a positive 
twist to Orpheus’s attempt to bring his 
corpse-bride Eurydice back from the 
underworld as well?

With its basis in spiritualist ideas about 
the soul as a kind of electrical intelligence, 
detachable from the body but a material 
entity nonetheless, Doctor S- treats his wife 
as an ‘intelligent battery’. He is thus able to 
preserve her personality after death and 
renew her body simultaneously because 
that captured electrical intelligence also 
carries a DNA-like code for rebuilding 
the individual organism itself from its 
chemical constituents. The descriptions 
of the experiment and the body’s gradual 
re-materialisation are among Milne’s most 
visually impressive, anticipating the X-ray-
like anatomisation and reversal of Griffin’s 
disappearance process in Wells’s The 
Invisible Man (1897). In the context of the 
1880s, it must have been a compelling 
scientisation of the paranormal, combining 
highly technical descriptions of the 
Doctor’s system of electrically linked glass 
coffins with ghostly imagery. It is both 
dramatic and highly visual, even cinematic 
in its descriptions, and is here brought to 
life in the form of a comic.  

Dr Keith Williams
University of Dundee
November 2022
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CONTRIBUTOR BIOGRAPHIES

Robert Duncan Milne was born in Cupar, 
Fife, in 1844, son of an Episcopalian minister. 
Educated in Classics, he left Oxford 
without taking his degree and emigrated 
to the American West. For several years, 
he lived an itinerant life as barman, cook, 
sheepherder and tramp. In the 1880s 
and ’90s, Milne reinvented himself as an 
astonishingly prescient pioneer of SF, 
publishing some 60 SF stories, mostly in 
San Francisco’s Argonaut magazine. His 
prolific career was terminated by a fatal 
accident in 1899, before he could collect 
them together into book form. At the 
University of Dundee, we are researching, 
adapting, and republishing Milne’s lost 
stories, many for the first time in more 
than 120 years.

Chris Murray is Chair of Comics Studies in 
the Division of Humanities, University of 
Dundee. He leads the MLitt in Comics and 
Graphic Novels course and is director of 
the Scottish Centre for Comics Studies and 
Dundee Comics Creative Space. He is co-
editor of Studies in Comics (Intellect) and 
UniVerse Comics, and has collaborated 
with comics artists to produce several 
comics for research and engagement 
purposes. This includes writing scripts 
for a number of public information 
comics, a series of comics about British 
superheroes, and several adaptations of 
Science Fiction literature, including Mary 
Shelley’s Frankenstein, Karel Capek’s 
R.U.R., and Olaf Stapledon’s Odd John. 

Keith Williams (DPhil Oxon) is reader in 
English at the University of Dundee and has 
taught Science Fiction at both undergraduate 
and postgraduate MLitt levels. He has 
published widely on science fiction writing 
and related media in the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth century, including H.G. Wells, 
Modernity and the Movies (2007), the first 
comprehensive study of Wells and cinema. 
His most recent book is James Joyce and 
Cinematicity: Before and After Film (2020). 
He is co-supervising PhD projects in the 
SF area, including one on Robert Duncan 
Milne himself and on the history of women’s 
utopian fiction.

Norrie Millar is a comics creator based in 
Dundee Scotland and when he is not drawing 
comics, he is colouring, reading, writing or 
thinking about them.

Monty Nero is a writer and artist who created 
the hit series Death Sentence with artist Mike 
Dowling, published by Titan in English and 
Delcourt in French. He’s written The Hulk and 
X-Men for Marvel, and stories for 2000AD 
and Vertigo Comics. He has a Masters in 
Comics Studies. His agent is James Wills at 
Watson Little Ltd.

Damon Herd is Programme Director of the 
MDes Comics and Graphic Novels at Duncan 
of Jordanstone College of Art & Design, 
University of Dundee. His research areas 
include zines and DIY publishing culture, 
as well as autobiographical comics and 
performance.

With thanks to Dr Daniel Cook, coordinator of Dundee’s Being Human Hub. 
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Rough page layouts for A New Palingenesis by Norrie Millar.
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Inked pages for A New Palingenesis by Norrie Millar.

20



21



MORE SCIENCE-FICTION COMICS FROM UNIVERSE

22



23




