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THE TREASURY COMMISSIONERS 

A. List of Commissioners with date of peerage and original land charter. 

B. Curriculum vitae: portrait, provenance, culture/travel, source of income 

1. John, 2 nd Earl of Lauderdale 

2. John, 2 nd Earl of Tweeddale 

3. John, 7 th 
Earl of Rothes 

4. William, 1" Earl of Dundonald 

5. Alexander, 2 nd Earl of Kincardine 

6. Charles Maitland, Lord Hatton 

7. John, 2 nd Earl of Atholl 

8. Archibald, 91h Earl of Argyll 

9. Alexander, 5 th Earl of Moray 

10. William, 3 rd Earl of Queensberry 

11. Patrick, 3 rd Earl of Strathmore and Kinghorne 



APPENDIX IA 

TREASURY COMMISSIONERS 

Date of Peerage and earliest charter 

Ranking of Earldoms 

Date of Earliest 
NgLine CUUILO-n ChartgX 

Archibald, 9th Earl of Argyll 1457 1315 

John, 7th Earl of Rothes 1457 1397 

Alexander, 5th Earl of Moray 1562 1562 

Patrick, 3rd Earl of Strathmore and IGnghorne 1606 1372 

John, 2nd Earl of "uderdale 1624 1369 

John, 2nd Earl of Atholl 1629 1294 

William, 3rd Earl of Queensberry 1633 1384 

John, 2nd Earl of Tweeddale 1646 1440 

Alexander, 2nd Earl of Wneardine 1647 

William, lst Earl of Dundonald 1669 1638 
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APPENDIX I B/I 

John Maitland. 2 nd Earl of Lauderdale (created Duke of Lauderdale, 1672). Secretary of State and 

Kiniz's Commissioner, 1667-1679. 

Portrait by Sir Peter Lely 

(National Galleries of Scotland) 

Born in 1616, the eldest son of John, I" Earl of Lauderdale and Isobel, daughter of Alexander, I" Earl of 

Dunfermline, succeeded to the earldom in 1645. 
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APPENDIX I B/I 

Married first in 163 1, Anne, daughter and joint heiress of James, I" Earl of Home and his wife Mary, 

daughter of Edward, 9th Earl of Dudley, by whom an only daughter, Mary. 

Married second in 1672, Elizabeth, Countess of Dysart, daughter of William, I st Earl of Dysart and 

widow Sir Lyonel Tollemache of Helmingham. 1 

Between 1649 and 1650, Lauderdale was resident at the court of the Prince of Orange in the Hague, while 

negotiating between the Scots and Charles 11 in exile. Following the battle of Worcester, he was 

incarcerated in the Tower and was not released from Windsor Castle until 1660. From 1660 to 1669, he 

spent his entire career at the court in London. 2 Burnet described Lauderdale as: 'a man of considerable 

learning, for he not only understood Latin, in which he was a master, but Greek and Hebrew; had read a 

great deal of divinity, almost all historians both ancient and modem ... 
" 

In 1669, Lauderdale's finances were in some disarray: 

'You tell me I shall be out of debt this yeer, It is good news if it be true, And I promise you I 

shall not willingly runne into debt againe ,. 

His official allowance as King's Commissioner was L24,000 with a daily supplement of E300 when in 

residence in Edinburgh. Between 1669 and 167 1, the value of the supplement varied from f 13,800 to 

f 18,000, making a total annual income of E40,000. The allowance was, however, expected to meet the 

incidental costs of his office. 

Lauderdale inherited two properties: Thirlestane and Lethington. He also acquired a third property In 

Scotland around 1640: Brunstane. 

He also owned a house at Highgate in London and cohabited with the Countess of Dysart at her villa of 

Ham. 
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APPENDIX I B/2 

John Hav. 2 nd Earl of Tweeddale, President of the Privy Council 1663-1672 

Portrait by Sir Peter Lely 

(National Galleries of Scotland) 

Born in 1626, the eldest son of John, I" Earl of Tweeddale, and Jean, daughter of Alexander, I" Earl of 

Dunfermline, succeeded to the earldom in 1654. 














































































































































































































































































































































































