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course of a river, bounded by hills on either side; the rivers Helmsdale (also known as the 

Ullie) and Brora and the smaller Lothburn.   Although the hills of east Sutherland cannot 

match those of west Sutherland in grandeur, there are several small mountains within the 

three parishes, such as Beinn Dhorain (2046 feet) and Carn Garbh (1788 feet).  Within 

the three parishes are two towns, Helmsdale (created in 1819 for those cleared from the 

upper reaches of  

the strath) and Brora, with the  

 

 
Illustration 1. Map of Scotland, 132 showing the location of the five areas chosen. 

 

remainder of the area sparsely populated.  Aberdeen is situated between the rivers Dee 

and Don. It has a port and a large, fertile, agricultural hinterland to the north and east.  

                                                 
132 Map adapted from the free maps provided on http://www.itraveluk.co.uk/maps/scotland.html, last 
accessed on 31 August 2013.  

http://www.itraveluk.co.uk/maps/scotland.html




























http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/link/1791-99/Sutherland/Clyne/10/303/
http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/link/1791-99/Sutherland/Loth/6/315/
http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/link/1791-99/Sutherland/Kildonan/3/409/
http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/link/1791-99/Forfar/Dundee/8/244/


http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/link/1791-99/Lanark/Govan/14/292/
http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/link/1791-99/Aberdeen/Aberdeen/19/187/
http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/link/1791-99/Aberdeen/Aberdeen/19/190/
http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/link/1791-99/Aberdeen/Aberdeen/19/193/
http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/link/1791-99/Edinburgh/Edinburgh/6/576/
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range of industries and employment opportunities. Meanwhile, women in Govan 

experienced the advantages and disadvantages of a boom-and-bust economy; new 

businesses and industries were more likely to employ women in white-blouse 

occupations. Although women flocked to Dundee because of the vast number of jobs in 

the jute industry, the jobs were physically demanding and usually poorly paid. Women in 

Dundee had a unique identity as wage earners which gave them an independence rarely 

found elsewhere, but educational opportunities were limited, and health and housing were 

poor.  In the next chapter, I intend to examine the basic elementary education which was 

available and accessible to girls in each of the five areas.   













http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/link/1834-45/Lanark/Govan/6/715/
http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/link/1834-45/Lanark/Govan/6/716/







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































