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DISABILITY HATE CRIMEDISABILITY HATE CRIMETACKLING



What is Disability Hate Crime?
Police Scotland 

describe 
disability hate 

crime as

‘Any incident which is 
perceived by the victim or 
any other person, to be 
motivated by a hostility 
or prejudice based on 

a person’s disability or 
perceived disability’

This means 
it is a crime 

committed by 
someone who 
does not like 
people with 
disabilities.

The person 
targeted could 

be someone 
who does not 
actually have a 

disability.

If anyone thinks 
a crime had been 

committed because 
of hatred for a 
disabled person 
then it is called 
a disability hate 

crime.

It could be 
carried out by a 

carer, a neighbour, 
a stranger or 

someone you think 
is a friend.

It could be 
one incident 
or something 
that has gone 
on for a long 

time.



Examples of Disability Hate Crime
Threatening 
behaviour

Name 
calling

Sending 
nasty 

messages 
online or in 

texts

Unwanted 
sexual 

touching

this comic 
shows examples 
of disability 

hate crime and 
what you can do 

about it

Vandalism of 
property

Stealing

Punching 
and kicking




















